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Twenty-Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time – October 10, 2021 
 

 
INHERITING ETERNAL LIFE 

 

In the Gospel Reading, a rich 
young man asks Jesus, “What must I do to 
inherit eternal life?” In response, Jesus says 
to him, “You are lacking in one thing. Go, 
sell what you have, and give to the poor”. 
Selling what you own is a pretty radical 
thing to do. Just think what you own: a 
house, a car, a bed. And that’s just the 
beginning, isn’t it? There’s also the 
computer, the cell phone, the TV—and on 
and on. Early in Christian history, people 
who sold everything they owned set up 
religious orders, so that they could live 
together and share what they needed. And 
so, Jesus’ exhortation to sell what you have 
and give to the poor is usually taken as a 
call to religious life. Understood in that 
way, Jesus’ advice to the rich young man is 
one of the counsels of perfection. It 
explains what you have to do to be perfect 
in this life. 

But here’s a puzzle worth 
noticing. You don’t have to be perfect to go 
to heaven. You don’t have to be a member 
of a religious order to go to heaven. But 
going to heaven is what the rich young man 
was asking Jesus about: “What must I do to 
inherit eternal life?” And so, the answer 
Jesus gave the rich young man should have 
explained to him what you have to do to get 
to heaven. A counsel of perfection is by its 
nature not an answer to the rich young 
man’s question. Or put it this way. If selling 
all he has and giving it to the poor is what 
the rich young man needs to do to inherit 
eternal life, what about everybody else? 
Does everybody have to sell what he has in 
order to attain heaven? If you don’t sell 
everything you have, are you going to hell? 

The solution to the puzzle is to 
think about the description of the man 
asking Jesus the question: he is 
the rich young man. In other words, his 
gifts lie in his wealth. Now gifts are highly 
various. There are lots of gifts, gifts of 
learning, of music, of many other things. 
But whatever a person’s gifts are, they are 
meant to be given back in service to the 
Lord. You cannot bury your talent—your 
gifts—in the ground and hope to please the 
Lord. So here is what you need to do to 
inherit eternal life: You need to follow 
Jesus and use your gifts to the full when 
you do. 

Eleonore Stump 
 

 
 

FRENCH CORNER 
 

Une seule chose te manque…. 
 

          Les journaux nous parlent des 
sommes fabuleuses payées à un président 
de compagnie qui prend sa retraite, de 
celles dépensées pour une campagne 
électorale, sans oublier les détournements 
de fonds ou les paradis fiscaux où certains 
riches vont cacher leur fortune pour éviter 
de payer des impôts.  
      Jésus, dans l’évangile d’aujourd’hui, 
nous parle de ce sujet si actuel : le pouvoir 
de l’argent. Voilà pourtant un jeune homme 
plein de bonnes intentions, qui garde 
fidèlement tous les commandements, et qui 
désire progresser dans sa vie spirituelle. 
Mais quand le Seigneur lui propose de 
donner ses biens aux pauvres et de le 
suivre, il s’en va, tout attristé, incapable de 
se détacher de sa richesse matérielle qui lui 
ôte toute liberté de choisir Dieu avant toute 
autre chose. 
      Qu’aurions-nous fait à sa place ? 
Avons-nous réfléchi à la réponse que nous 
ferions au Christ ? Sommes-nous capables 
de voir ce qui constitue notre plus grande 
motivation dans la vie ? Y-a-t ’il quelque 
chose qui nous empêche de suivre le Christ 
et de trouver en lui notre trésor ? 
      Il dépend de nous d’entendre ou non sa 
voix nous redire : « Une seule chose te 
manque… » 
 

Fr. Etienne Siffert, S.M. 
 
 

FROM OUR SCHOOL 
 

Parishioners, 
 

I hope you are enjoying this beautiful San 
Francisco fall! This week we celebrated 
the Feast of St. Francis of Assisi, the 
blessing of the animals, and began our 
month-long celebration of Mary. As part 
of our celebration of Mary and the rosary 
in the month of October, we will be 
offering an all school rosary for the 
parishioners of NDV and we would be 
most grateful if you would pray for us as 
well. 
 

God Bless, 
Sarah Currier, Principal 
 

 

 
 

SATURDAY October 9th    
5:15 pm      Bernard Baxter Rice † 
SUNDAY October 10th    
9:00 am      Anna Li Thi Anh † 
10:30 am    People of the Parish  
12:15 pm    Odette Etcheverry - Needs 
MONDAY October 11th  
7:00 am      Brook Mesfin † 
TUESDAY October 12th     
7:00 am      Kenfe-Michael Bethe-Selassie †  
WEDNESDAY October 13th            
7:00 am     Mulugeta WoldMariam † 
THURSDAY October 14th       
7:00 am     Yeshiharge Asrat Family 
FRIDAY October 15th       
7:00 am      Demisse Shibeshi † 
SATURDAY October 16th     
5:15 pm      Yechi Tametat † 
 
 
 

WE REMEMBER OUR SICK  
 

Felicitas Baricar, Nancy Bruno, Rizza 
Chua, Odette Etcheverry, Jennifer 
Fadelli, Maria Noella Felipe, Brett 

Fischer, Benjamin Haller, Sharon M. 
Haney, Reggio Hearn, Patrick Maher, 
Maria Manley, Diana Munoz, Ron & 
Erik Ongstad, Robert Potter, Juan Gil 
Sanchez, Josefina Tapia Solis, Peter 
Wang, and Wondi del Sorro Asrate 

Gutiérrez. 
 

 
 
WE REMEMBER OUR DECEASED 

 

Florencio Agot, Jacqueline Archieri, 
Kenfe-Michael Bethe-Selassie, 

Madeleine Constant, Jacqueline Foret, 
Mark Fischer, Ralph González, 3 

Charlene Haught Johnson, Paul Jae 
Wook Koo, Alejandro Lopez Luna, 
Fernando Orantes, Claudia Ponce 
Marquez, Pierre Massion, Valerie 

Meehan, Brook Mesfin, Askale Munga, 
Marie Secail, and Nicole Zambelli. 

 
 

REMEMBER OUR SICK AND 
DECEASED: 

 

Please note starting next week we will 
automatically remove anyone who has 
been on this list over a year unless we are 
notified not to remove. Thank you for 
your understanding. 

 



 
Notre Dame des Victoires – Our Lady of Victories  www. ndvsf.org 

 

 

2021 BAL DE PARIS YOU ARE INVITED...TO THE 
2021 BAL DE PARIS, Nuit de Lumières!  Invitations will 
be emailed soon (no paper invitations will be mailed).  
Please check your "Inbox" to make sure you receive it. 
Tickets may be purchased online at www.ndvbal.com. 
Attire is formal and white ensembles are highly 
encouraged. If you would like to volunteer, donate, or have 
any questions please contact this years Bal chairs Tina Phan 
(tinaphan09@gmail.com) or Heather Cassady 
(heather@wishsocialevents.com). We hope to see you on 
November 6! 
RCIA: Interested in learning more about the Catholic Faith? 
Have you been thinking about becoming Catholic? Are you 
an adult that's never been baptized? Have you been baptized 
but never received First Communion or Confirmation? The 
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) is the 
process established for the universal Church for individuals 
to become Catholic and receive the Sacraments of 
Initiation— Baptism, Confirmation, and Eucharist. Centered 
on fostering a deep relationship with Jesus and the Church 
he founded, this journey takes place through distinct stages 
over a period of time suitable to bring about a through 
catechesis, significant experience of the parish community, 
and commitment to the liturgical and moral life of the 
Catholic faithful. For more information, please contact: Dr. 
Carrie Schroeder at schroeder@ndvsf.org 
 

 
 

Twenty-Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Today’s First Reading from the Book of Wisdom shows us 
that the spirit of Wisdom is far more valuable than gold and 
silver. This topic is echoed in St. Mark’s Gospel: Jesus tells 
the rich man that if he desires to be His disciple, in addition 
to following God’s commandments, he must sell all that he 
has and give to the poor. The rich man is unable to do this, 
and sadly walks away. This Gospel passage is radically 
counter-cultural to today’s worldly quest for wealth. The 
Letter to the Hebrews also reminds us that we must give an 
accounting to God of how we steward His abundant gifts 
bestowed upon us. Did we use them to build up His 
Kingdom? If we were in the rich man’s place, what would 
be our response to the Lord’s challenge? Are we willing to 
make generous, sacrificial gifts of prayer, service, and 
generosity to our parish’s ministries and weekly offertory, 
to the Archdiocesan Annual Appeal and those in need, and 
other worthy causes? Those who do, discover that God’s 
generosity is never outdone. Begin the Biblical practice of 
tithing by giving a sacrificial percentage of your income 
back to the Lord. Try to increase that percentage each year 
until you reach the 10 percent tithe. And then, do more if 
you are able. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

MASS INTENTIONS: If you would like to request a Mass for a specific 
intention, please call the Parish Office at 415.397.0113 and speak to our 
secretary Mertenesh. The Mass Book for 2022 is available to reserve a 
Mass Intention. Per the Archdiocese of San Francisco, the offering for a 
Mass request is $10.00. If paying by check, please make the check payable 
to the order of: MARIST FATHERS. 
 
SATURDAY VIGIL 5:15 p.m. MASS: We have resumed the Saturday Vigil 
Mass. You are invited to attend on weekends this Mass. If you would like a 
Mass Intention for the Saturday Vigil Mass, please contact our parish secretary, 
Mertenesh at 415 397-0113 

 
SCRIPTURE FOR THIS WEEK 
October 10, 2021 – October 17, 2021 

Sunday            - Wis 7:7-11                    - Heb 4:12-13                   Mk 10:17-30 

Monday          - Rom 1:1-7                                                              - Lk 11:29-32 

Tuesday          - Rom 1:16-25                                                         - Lk 11:37-41  

Wednesday     - Rom 2:1-11                                                           - Lk 11:42-46 

Thursday        - Rom 3:21-30                                                         - Lk 11:47-54 

Friday             - Rom 4:1-8                                                                 - Lk 12:1-7 

Saturday         - Rom 4:13, 16-18                                                     - Lk 12:8-12 

Sunday            - Is 53:10-11                    - Heb 4:14-16                   Mk 10:35-45 
                   

 
 
ON-LINE GIVING: During the COVID-19, our Sunday Collection have 
been impacted and are much lower. We suggest that you consider making 
your donations online. This will help with the needs of our parish’s daily 
financial responsibilities.   Our parish offers Online Giving, a web-based 
electronic contribution application. We are providing this service so that 
you have the option to manage your contributions online. This service is 
safe and secure. And it is convenient for you and for our parish staff. Sign 
up for Online Giving by visiting our parish website at ndvsf.org and select 
the Online Giving link. Click on Create New Account and follow 
directions to set up your account. Thank you for your generosity. 

 

 
 




